RESNET - HERS
· Scale provided by RESNET
· Index score of 100 represents a house build according to the 2004 IECC
· Index 0 represents a net zero home
· Each 1-point decrease corresponds to ~ a 1% reduction in energy consumption
· The HERS standard applies to residential buildings three stories and under. The skills can also be applied to small commercial.
· RESNET Certified Home Energy Raters are qualified to process Energy Efficient Mortgages, Energy Improvement Mortgages, New Home Tax Credits, and Energy Star Qualified Homes.
 EXISTING HOMES AUDIT
	Levels of energy audit
	Online Survey
	Onsite
Inspection
	Onsite Diagnostic
	Comprehensive rating

	Time Involved
	Less than 30 mins
	30-45 mins
	Additional 45 mins – 1.5 hrs
	2-4 hrs

	Cost
	None
	$75 - $125
	Additional $100 - $250
	$ 500- $750

	Benefits
	Benchmark costs of energy use indicated

Shows need for further assessment
	Trained/certified 3rd Party inspectors

Identifies improvement areas
	Trained/certified 3rd Party inspectors

Able to identify/quantify deficiency issues
	Trained/certified 3rd Party inspectors

Provide relative energy efficiency at the home

Quantifies cost effective improvements

Provide a nationally recognized HERS label

Recognized by financial institutions for Energy Efficient Mortgages (EEM) and Energy Improvement Mortgages (EIM)

	Lost Opportunities
	No labeling

No recommendation for cost effective improvements

Not useful for financing
	No labeling

No recommendation for cost effective improvements

Not useful for financing

No diagnostics showing deficient enclosure issues
	No labeling

No recommendation for cost effective improvements

Not useful for financing

	No lost opportunities



LEED
· USGBC residential program designed by architects and engineers 
· Considered for code adoption in several progressive localities 
· Rating system with 4 tiers
· Launched in 2005 and will be released in Jan of 2009 for open certification (1,041 certified homes during the pilot)
· It is certified though Providers with Green Rater inspections
· Cost ~ $15,000
· Pros:
· Most recognized national comprehensive green building program (Branded)
· Specification that focus on total environmental issues above and beyond energy consumption
· Favored by Prius like Clients (pay for distinction) 
· Independent QA/QC through providers
· Cons:
· Program is complicated and scheduled to be changed every two years if it needs it or not
· Several layers of approval and fee schedules
· Not specifically designed for mixed climates
· Extreme Square Foot penalty
BPI 
BPI and RESNET both have same principles of building science, energy loss and heat flow in a home. Both review standard practices for energy auditors and home performance contractors. Both test candidates on the blower door - a pressurization testing tool. And, lastly, both pre-approve and qualify third party training organizations to administer their training and examinations.
Differences: RESNET, however, requires 40 hours of training and includes duct testing and energy modeling, while BPI does no length of training requirement and includes combustion safety testing. RESNET does not have Combustion Safety Testing and BPI Building Analyst does not have duct testing. Additionally, BPI has multiple levels and specialties of certification, whereas, RESNET has the HERS rater only.
For the field training, both use the blower door as a primary training tool. BPI focuses on the energy audit process, the blower door and combustion safety testing. RESNET focuses on duct testing using a duct blaster. It makes sense if you know that BPI is based out of New York (a heating climate, more likely to have a combustion appliance) and RESNET is based out of San Diego (more likely to have a forced air duct system for air conditioning). BPI requires you to pass one proctored field audit to complete your training. For BPI, you can actually fail your field exam if you do not follow the testing procedures exactly. RESNET, however, does not have a field exam per se, however, you must complete five proctored audits after passing the written exam to become a fully certified HERS rater.
RESNET focuses on new and newer homes, while BPI focuses on older and existing homes. Right now there is not much in the way of new residential construction, so BPI is the most popular standard and is likely going to be the credential required for contractors to participate the upcoming “Cash for Caulkers” program the federal government will be unveiling soon. Once you’ve chosen a certification make sure you chose a licensed BPI training affiliate or RESNET training provider. That will ensure you have no problems qualifying for the exams and field training.
The USGBC's LEED rating system is a very broad green building standard while RESNET's HERs rater certification is specifically focused on residential energy efficiency.  
	
	RESNET (HERS)
	BPI
	LEEDS

	COST
	• Training will cost between $1200 and $2500 depending on the location of the training and the Training Provider you have chosen.
• Equipment will be the largest investment. The purchase of the blower door, duct leakage testing device, digital manometer(s) and register tape normally
costs between $3500 and $4500.
• A good hygrometer will cost around a $100.
• You will need to pay your Provider to come to your location to perform quality
assurance on 1% of your annual ratings ($300 to $1400 per year). This cost will
vary significantly form Provider to Provider‐ask upfront.
• As with all businesses, there will be office and insurance expenses. Professional
Liability insurance is available for RESNET Rater members. Typical costs for a
beginning Rater are around $1500 per year.
• And there will be 12 hours of continuing education every three years you must
obtain.

	This certification is intended for those individuals who conduct building performance audits, including measurement and verification services with related building analysis. Individuals may also specify, sell, and coordinate and/or install certain building performance work.

The $225 cost for this exam is comprised of a $125 BPI exam fee and $100 administrative fee.

	Registration is a flat fee paid up front at the time of registration.  Registration rates are based on the date of registration. (See Special Certification Fees at the bottom of this page for projects registered prior to 1/11/2010.) The rates are as follows: 
[bookmark: 1-1-10_Registration]Project Registration Fees: Effective January 11, 2010
· USGBC Members: $900
· Non-Members: $1200


	Advantages
			The Residential Energy Services Network's (RESNET®) mission is to ensure the success of the building energy performance certification industry, set the standards of quality, and increase the opportunity for ownership of high performance buildings. RESNET is a membership 501-C-3 non profit organization.
RESNET's standards are officially recognized by the U.S. mortgage industry for capitalizing a building's energy performance in the mortgage loan, certification of "White Tags" for private financial investors, and by the federal government for verification of building energy performance for such programs as federal tax incentives, the Environmental Protection Agency's ENERGY STAR program and the U.S. Department of Energy's Building America Program.




	



	The Building Performance Institute, Inc. (BPI) is a recognized global leader, supporting the development of a highly professional building performance industry through individual and organizational credentialing and a rigorous quality assurance program.

BPI works with building performance industry stakeholders to ensure that the professional bar for excellence in building performance contracting is established and maintained by creating and regularly updating technical requirements through an open, transparent, consensus based development process.

BPI measures the knowledge, skills and competency of individuals, and evaluates the organizations impacting building performance. We accomplish this with an integrated certification, accreditation and quality assurance program designed to support the building performance contracting industry.

BPI also offers added support services that promote and stimulate infrastructural development, emphasizing eduacation and outreach.
	LEED-certified buildings are designed to: 
· Lower operating costs and increase asset value.
· Reduce waste sent to landfills.
· Conserve energy and water.
· Be healthier and safer for occupants.
· Reduce harmful greenhouse gas emissions.
· Qualify for tax rebates, zoning allowances and other incentives in hundreds of cities.
· Demonstrate an owner's commitment to environmental stewardship and social responsibility.


	Financial Interest Disclosure

	The "Home Energy Rating Standard Disclosure" form shall be completed for each home that receives a Home Energy Rating and shall be provided to the rating client who is responsible to provide a copy to the home owner/buyer. Each form must include, at a minimum, the name of the community/subdivision and city and state where the home is located. Each form must accurately reflect the proper disclosure for the home that it is rated (i.e. it should reflect the Rater's involvement with the home at the time the final rating is issued).
	BPI Accredited companies will provide BPI with access to certain records or data that substantiate BPI
Standards related work volume upon request, to verify the scope of the organization’s work under the
Accreditation Agreement in the residential sector.

	LEED Professionals must self-report all of their CMP activities online through My Credentials (available at 
www.gbci.org > My Credentials). No additional documentation will be required unless you are audited.


	Complaint Resolution Process, etc.

	http://www.natresnet.org/consumer/complaint/complaint_resolution.pdf
	The BPI Accredited organization must have in place a written customer dispute resolution policy. This policy should articulate a specific response time for the initial customer inquiry. It should also indicate a step-by-step timeframe for responding to and resolving customer concerns. The BPI Accredited organization must maintain written documentation of these communications for use in their internal quality management process to
determine whether they are operating in conformance with BPI Standards. BPI Accredited companies report customer issues to BPI as they arise as part of their normal reporting process and also report to BPI once the issue is resolved.

	




